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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Keating law office is located on the south 

side of Lawyers Row in Centreville, immediately to 

the east of Howard Wood's law office. 

This three story frame building was constructed 

in at least two stages and is currently undergoing 

a major renovation. The initial examination of 

the building was undertaken in September, 1979. 

Further investigation was undertaken in July 1980 

after the interior had been gutted. The framing 

exposed during this renovation clearly shows that 

the original building was 16 feet wide and 24 feet 

long, three stories high with a pitched gable roof. 

Architectural evidence suggests a date of circa 

1860-90. In the late 19th or early 20th century 

the building was enlarged four more feet to the 

west, and presumably at that time the two story 

frame addition was made to the rear. 

The front facade, facing Lawyers Row, is 

three bays wide. The door is located in the center 

bay flanked by one 1/1 window on each side. 

Paired 1/1 windows are located in the east and 

west bays of the second floor, and three 3/3 

windows are ranged across the third floor. 
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7.1 DESCRIPTION 

The main building rests on a low, continuous brick 

foundation and is covered with five-inch horizontal 

weatherboards except for the first story of the front 

facade. Here the weatherboards are quite narrow and 

beveled, and are set off from the upper stories by a 

dentil course band of trim. The cornerboards are 

wide and beaded, the roof oversails at the eaves and 

is boxed in. The roof is r..oderate in pitch and covered 

with asphault shingles. Flush brick stove chimneys 

are centered on each gable. 

On the east gable wall, there is a single 6/6 

window in the south bay on the first and second floor 

and a 3/3 window on the third floor. This pattern is 

repeated on the west gable but with no opening in the 

third floor. The cornerboards are beaded, the eaves 

oversail and are boxed in. 

A later two story frame addition projects from the 

center of the rear facade, leaving a single tall, narrow 

1/1 window to east and west on each floor. This facade 

is covered with wood shingles matching the treatment of 

the rear wing. 

The rear wing has a pitched gable roof perpendicular 

to the ridgeline of the main building. A brick stove 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.2 DESCRIPTION 

chimney rises against the rear wall of the main house 

and pierces the center of the roof of the wing. One 

6/6 window is centered on the first and second floor on 

both the east and west walls of the wing. On the rear 

or south gable wall, there are two doors in the center, 

flanked by a single 6/6 window to east and west. Two 

6/6 windows on the second floor are located directly 

above the first floor openings. There are no openings 

in the upper gable. The wing rests on a continuous 

brick foundation and is covered with wood shingle 

siding and an asphault shingle roof. The eaves oversail 

and are boxed in. 

The interior currently consists of an enclosed 

center stair rising directly in front of the entrance 

door, with flanking offices. Doors open from a small 

entrance vestibule into each office, which includes a 

single room in the main building and a smaller room 

in the rear addition. 

The second floor is organized in a similar fashion, 

vith the stair rising to a small landing, and short 

flights leading up to left and right. The only access 

at present to the third floor is through a hatch above 

the stair landing. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.3 DESCRIPTION 

When the building was gutted during renovation, it 

became evident that the building has been altered 

considerably over the years. The stairway was not 

enclosed originally, but was constructed against the 

west partition wall. The floor plan consisted of a 

relatively large room 16 feet square with a stair 

against the west wall, and a smaller room 8 feet by 

16 feet to the west. When the building was enlarged 

four feet to the west, the ballustrade was torn off 

the stair and a second partition was added, creating two 

essentially identical rooms flanking an enclosed 

stair. The rear addition allowed for two more rooms 

on the first and second floor. 
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QA-315 
Keating Law Office 
117 Lawyers Row 
Centreville, MD 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
Front facade , from north 





QA-315 Keating Law Office 
117 Lawyers Row 
Centreville, Maryland 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
Rear facade, from South 


